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STATEMENT OF THE CHAIRMEN 


DscEMBER 1960, 
To the Members of the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs: 

Volume 1 of Committee Print No. 27, entitled “Indian Heirship 
Land Study,” was devoted to the analysis of 9,001 questionnaires 
returned to the committee by certain heirs to Indian trust lands. 
The analysis was based on the completed questionnaires and the 
statistic tabulations contained herein. 

When the completed questionnaires were returned, the Bureau of 
the Census was contracted to tabulate those answers that lent them- 
selves to such treatment. In addition, the questionnaires were cross- 
tabulated to provide the committee with more detailed information 
than would a straight tabulation. For example, a straight tabulation 
may be used to determine the number of fullbloods in a given juris- 
diction, but from the cross-tabulation fullblood income, residence, 
opinions, etc., can be determined. Cross-tabulations were chosen for 
the categories: 

e group. 
female. 
Heirs who have children. 
Number of children. 
Head of household. 
Tribal members. 
Degree of Indian blood. 
Live on reservation. 
. Live on trust or restricted land. 
10. Live on heirship land. 
11. Income from heirship land. 
12. Farm or ranch heirship land. 
13. Sell or exchange interests in heirship land. 
14. Keep Indian Bureau control over heirship lands 
15. Own fee land. 
The text of the questionnaire reads as follows: 


ComMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, 
Hovse or Representatives, U.S., 
Washington, D.C., June 29, 1959. 
Dear Sir oR Mapam: The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs is 
making a study of beirebip land problems in the hopes of making laws that will 
be helpful to both the ngress and yourself. Your opinion is of major im- 
portance to our study, We are, therefore, enclosing a questionnaire that will 
help you tell us what you want us to do about this land problem. If there is 
anything else you want to tell us, write it after Number 29. 
ince what we hope to do about the land problem is very important to yo 
please fill out the questionnaire and send it back this week. Use the encl 
envelope. No stamp is needed. 
Thank you for your assistance. 
Sincerely yours, 


Wayne N, Aspinauy, Chairman. 
xI 
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QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE CIRCULATED AMONG HEIRS TO INDIAN. 


LANDS 
A, General Information 
1. What is your present age? _..__.___- 
2. What is your sex? Male... Female___._. 
3. Do you have children? (check one) Yes_____- 
a. If the answer is Yes, how many? ___-___---- 
4. Are you the head of a household? (check one) Yes__-_-_--- _ ees 
a. If the answer is Yes, please give name of tribe.__-_.......-------.-- 
; What is your approximate degree of paen gern (check one) Full 
blood % % \% blood or None- 
7. Do you now live on a reservation? (check one) Yes.__---_- Nec. JiGaii 


8. Do you now live on trust or restricted land? (check one) Yes__-_.------ 


9. What is your occupation? 
10. Did you receive welfare assistance in 1958 from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
the state, or any other government source? (check one) 
11. What was your annual cash income from all sources in 1958? (This infor- 
mation will be quite helpful to the scppagsar*5 however, you do not have to 
answer.) (check one) Up to $1,000_____- $1,000 to $2,000... ; $2,000 to 
$3,000______ ; $3,000 to $4,000______ $4,000 and over___._- 
B. Interests in Heirship Land 
12. In how many different tracts of trust or restricted heirship land do you 
now own an interest? _.._._.._- 
a. On how many reservations are these tracts located? _______.___- 
b. How many of the tracts are public domain allotments? ~~. _-._-.-.- 
13. Are you now living on a tract in which you own an undivided heirship 
interest? (check one) No 
14. How much money did you receive during 1958 from your interests in 
heirship land? 
15. When was the last time you visited any tract of heirship iand in which you 
hold an interest? 
16. How many miles from your present home is the nearest tract of heirship 


land in which you own an interest?  -..._..._--_- miles. 
C. Actions 

17. Do you operate a ~ sing or ranch in which any of your heirship interests are 
included? (check one) 2 


18. Have you ever lo a tract of heirship land in which you own an interest? 
a. If the answer is Yes, was this within the past ten years? (check one) 


Yes 
19. Have you ever tried to sell, exchange, partition, give away, or other- 
wise dispose of your share of any heirship tracts? (check one) Yes______-.-_- 


a. Did you succeed? (check one) 
b. If answer is Yes, to whom did you dispose of these interests? 
- 
20. Has any tribe unsuccessfull or make an exchange for 


your eirship interests? 
. If the answer is Yes, why was the tribe 


21. Have other Indians tried to buy or land for any 
e 


of your undivided heirship interests? (check one) Yes_.__._..__.__. No__--_-__-. 
a. If the answer is Yes, why were they unsuccessful? _____......._____- 
22. Have you ever tried to buy or obtain by exchange, interests in your heir- 
ship tract owned by other individuals? (check 
a. If the answer is Yes, was it by (check one) purchase__-_-_-_-__-_-- or 


? 
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D. Opinions and Proposals 

23. Do you plan to live on any tract of heirship land in which you own a share 

24. Do you propose to use or operate any tract of heirship land in which you 


now own a share? (check one) 
25. Do you want to sell or exchange your undivided interests in heirship land? 


26. In relation to present government control of heirship land, which of the 
following do you prefer? 

a. I want the Indian Bureau to keep its present control of the land. 

b. I would like to have the tract(s) of heirship land in which I own an 

et sold and my share of the money paid to me. (check one) 


e. I want all trust restrictions and Indian Bureau controls removed from 
the heirship land in which I have an interest so that I and the other heirs 
may handle the land ourselves. (check one) 

27. As you know, there are a great many problems arising from the fact that 
under certain conditions the signatures of all heirs must be obtained before the 
heirship land can be leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. Among the 
suggestions that have been made to solve this problem are the following: 

a. Legal action allowing heirs owning more than half the tract to have it 
leased, partitioned, sold, or the timber cut. 

b. Legal action providing that if more than half the heirs want the tract 
leased, partitioned, sold or the timber cut (regardless of whether they own 
more than half the land), it will be done. 

ce. Legal action providing that one heir could ask the state courts to either 
— or sell the land. 

Legs action that would place the settlement of all heirship land prob- 
tee under state courts and state law. 

It would be very helpful to the Con — and this Committee if you would ex- 
plain to us what you think should be done about the problem. -__._...___ .. 


29. ae have any special problem connected with your heirship land which 
you would like to bring to our attention? -.......-.-.-.-.---------.---.-- 


When the questionnaire was prepared for machine tabulation 
some answers were broken down into categories; others were omitted 
since they did not lend themselves to je ulation. Those questions 
that were not machine tabulated were analyzed and covered in volume 
1 of this study; i.e., number of children, Eutance lived from heirship 
land, and income. 

This method of cross-tabulation provides a mass of detailed in- 
formation concerning heirs to individual Indian trust land not hitherto 
assembled and is submitted for our use in considering legislation on 
the Indian heirship land problem. 


Wayne N. AsprINnaLt, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular A fairs. 
A. 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Indian A fairs. 


ve Do you now “own land which is not in trust status? (check one) 

a. If answer is Yes, indicate briefly how this land was acquired?  ______ 


INDIAN 
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